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Background of the Study 
 The Federal Government of 
Nigeria has adopted education as an 
instrument for excellence for development 
of the child in the 21st Century. Education 
is therefore no more regarded as a private 
enterprise but a huge government 
investment. It is only normal that the 
philosophy, objectives and modus 
operandi of government policies in 
education be spelt out in clear terms to 
avoid any haphazard operations. 
 The Nigeria child is usually 
trained by the society, the home, the 
school and the entire community. The 
Federal Government of Nigeria with the 
recent programme of 9-3-4 years 
educational system for the Nigerian child,  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
it posits that there is light at the end of the 
tunnel for the Nigerian child. However, the 
basic education needs to be committed to 
through procurement of necessary 
equipments, relevant and trained 
personnels; infrastructural attainment and 
curriculum overhauling: to emphasize 
“child centred therapy approach” to 
learning. 
 The physically challenged; the 
orphans and non-orphans should be given 
the direction and opportunity to have basic 
education in Nigeria which recently has a 
duration of 9 years. This will go a long 
way  to mould the character of the child; 
guidance towards a career choice and a 
fundamental right and a shaped-
background for a greater tomorrow. 
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Abstract 
This paper focuses on the relationship between the academic 
performance of orphans and non-orphans in Mathematics and English 
language as revealed by the results of Junior Secondary Examination 
conducted by Kogi State Government during the session 2005/06; 
2006/07 and 2007/08 respectively. 100 orphans and non-orphans were 
used for the investigation, that is 50 orphans and 50 non-orphans. Data 
collected was analysed through the ‘t-test’ of significance difference 
between the two mean performance. Results show that; there is no 
significance difference in the performance of these two groups under 
study. Recommendations and suggestions were towards educating the 
Nigerian child in the 21st- century. 
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Clarification of Concepts 
 According to Macmillan English 
Dictionary for Advanced Learners (2002) 
maintained that an orphan is a child whose 
parents have died. 
 There are various circumstances 
surrounding the upbringing of these 
orphans. Some are products of orphanage 
homes or centres which are building where 
orphans live and are looked after 
undoubtedly suggest, that they are refined 
product; due to moral education and the 
control mechanism that is adopted which 
is an instrument of childhood management 
certainly points to a greater feature of the 
child. 
 Some orphans lost contact with 
their parents at birth which is another form 
or type of orphans in the society. 
 
Statement of Problem: The Federal 
Government of Nigeria viewed the 
primary school level to the first three years 
of secondary education referred to as Basic 
Education as an essential instrument for 
the creation of national solidarity. 
 It is against this background that 
this statement of problems are formulated: 
 That education of the orphan and 
unorphans is guided by the section 3; item 
14.f. of the National Policy on Education 
(2004) which states that “giving the child 
opportunities for developing manipulative 
skills that will enable him to function 
effectively in the society within the limits 
of his capacity. 
 
Hypothesis 

1. There is no significant difference 
between the academic 

performance of orphans and non-
orphans. 

2. There is no significant difference 
specifically in their performance 
in Mathematics and English 
Language.  

 
Objectives of the Study 
 The aim of this study is to 
establish a relationship between academic 
performance of orphans and non-orphans 
particularly in Mathematics and English 
language. 
 

- To also investigate if there is any 
difference between performance in 
Mathematics and English 
language. 

- To make some necessary 
suggestions and recommendations 

 
Method 
 The simple probability random 
sampling techniques was used to select 50 
orphans and 50 non-orphans from three 
secondary schools where is an orphanage 
centre but has no formal school system. 
 The instrument for the study is the 
results or scores obtained by this students 
in a three-years session in succession that 
is; the result of J.S. 3 Examination 
conducted by the State Government 
between 2005/06, session; and 2007/08 
sessions. The instrument is a reliable one. 
 
Data Collection and Analysis 
 The scores obtained in 
mathematics and English language were 
obtained during the sessions 2005/06 and 
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2007/08; which was a period of three 
sessions. 
 It was not possible to obtain scores 
within a, session hence; 16 students were 
obtained during the sessions 2005/06 and 
2006/07 respectively while 18 students 
scores were obtained from 2007/08 session 
for the orphans and non-orphans from 
three secondary schools. 
 In analyzing the data collected; the 
hypothesis were tested using the “t-test” of 
significance difference between two 
independent means of performance in 
Mathematics and English language by 
orphans and non-orphans. 
 
The Results 
 The following results were 
obtained from the test of the hypothesis. 
Tables 1-3 show the result of the study. 
 
Table 1. Comparisons of orphan and 
non-orphans student achievement in 
English and Mathematics obtained in 
2005/2006 session. 
 

Comparison 
groups  

 
N 

__ 
 X 

 t-cal Conclusion 

English: .     
Orphan 16 58.667 13.020   
Non-
orphan 

16 59.600 10.225 -0.218 NS* 

Mathemati
cs: 

     

Orphan 16 59.467 10.921 1.001* NS* 
Non-
orphan 

16 55.467 10.973   

*t-cal not sig at 0.05 alpha level 
 
Table 2: Comparison of orphan and non-
orphan students achievement in English 
and Mathematics obtained in 2006/2007 
session. 
 

 
Comparison 
groups  

 
N 

__ 
 X 

 t-cal Conclusio
n 

English: .     
Orphan 16 57.267 10.687   
Non-orphan 16 59.000 11.832 -0.421  
Mathematics:      
Orphan 16 63.667 11.343 2.060 Sig** 
Non-orphan 16 54.600 12.721   

**    Not sig at 0.05 alpha level  
**    Sig at 0.05 alpha level  
 
Table 3:   Comparison of orphan and non-
orphan students achievement in English 
and Mathematics obtained in 2006/2007 
session. 
 

Comparison 
groups  

 
N 

__ 
 X 

 t-cal Conclusion 

English: .     
Orphan 18 60.22 13.300 0.284  
Non-orphan 18 58.944 13.662  NS* 
Mathematics:      
Orphan 18 60.556 13.214 1.643 NS* 
Non-orphan 18 54.167 9.677   

Not sig at 0.05 alpha level 
 
Discussion of Result 
The results obtained from the study reveal 
the fact that; there is no significant 
difference between the performance of 
orphans and non-orphans in Mathematics 
and English Language in the Junior 
Secondary school examination conducted 
by Kogi State Government between 
2005/2006 and 2007/2008 session. It is 
only significant during the 2006/2007 
session in Mathematics between the 
orphans and the non-orphans. 
 
Hypothesis 1 
Table 1 shows the academic performance 
of 16 orphans and 16 non-orphans in 
Mathematics and English during Session 
2005/2006. The t-calculate values of -
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0.218 and 1.001 for English and 
Mathematics respectively are not 
significant at the 0.05 alpha level. This 
means that there is no significant 
difference between orphans and non-
orphans in English and Mathematics 
during that session (2005/2006). The 
hypothesis is therefore accepted. 
 
Hypothesis 2 
 Table 2 shows the academic 
performance of 16 orphans and 16 non-
orphans in Mathematics and English 
during the session 2006/2007. The 
computed t-value of 2.060 for 
Mathematics is significant at 0.05 alpha 
level where as the t-calculated value of -
0.421 for English is not, therefore the 
difference between the achievements of 
the two groups in Mathematics is 
significant (i.e.  not due to chance) 
whereas the result between them in 
English is most likely due to chance. The 
hypothesis is therefore rejected with the 
performance in English language. 
 
Hypothesis 3 
 Table 3 shows the academic 
performance of 18 orphans in English 
language and Mathematics during the 
2007/2008 session. The t-calculated values 
of 0.284 and 1.643 are not significant at 
alpha level of 0.05. This implies that there 
if no significant difference between the 
groups in achievement in the two subjects; 
therefore the hypothesis was accepted. 
 
Conclusion 
 Formal Education in Nigeria is 
seen as the most potent tool for the 

acquisition of knowledge, skills, attitudes 
and competencies that will enable a child’ 
to aspire and occupy positions of authority 
in the community. Since the ‘basic 
Education’ is the foundation of the entire 
system of education; the acquisition of the 
requisite skills for productive living in 
initiated at this level, thus setting a pace 
for the improvement of the quality of life 
of the individual and society at large. 
There is no difference in the academic 
performance of orphans and non-orphans 
in Nigeria. 
 It is obvious that the child acquires 
many of his behaviours through learning. 
Therefore it is imperative that learning 
activities of the child must be planned 
thoroughly and according to his level. The 
child is challenged with training which is 
selected, directed and purposive. The 
training which must be of standard 
focusing on social, moral, emotional, 
intellectual, physical development of the 
child. 
 
Recommendations 
 Based on the findings and 
conclusions; the following 
recommendations are made. 

-   Entrepreneurial education should 
be introduced into the school 
curriculum so that, the Nigerian 
child can be functional in the 
society. 

- The Federal Government should 
as a matter of urgency extend 
scholarship opportunities to every 
orphan in Nigeria; to offer him or 
her basic education. 
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- That the Federal Ministry of 
Education and other stake holders 
in the education industry should 
strike a relationship between 
herself and orphanage centres 
particularly the private ones 
coordinated by individuals or 
organizations so as to facilitate the 
orphans opportunities to learning. 
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